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Recent World Food Situation with Referenceto Japan’s Food and
Agricultural Policies
Kenzo HEMMI
<abstract>
Soaring of world grain prices caused by the use of corn in brewing alcohol (fuel) in recent months is of
great worldwide concern. This essay is on this issue. The first section explains the basic facts about the
consequent relations among energy, foods, food distribution among nations, and finally food and
agricultural policies of the nations concerned. The second section extrapolates the world food situation in
the near future from the postwar trends in the world grain market, the present day availability of
agricultural resources, recent development of technological knowledges (especialy of bio-technology),
and the policies of major nations. The last section surveys the capacity of Japan for securing adequate food
supply to her population, and suggests preferable policies the government can adopt. There are three main
observations. First, as far as major grains are concerned there will be no severe shortage in the world in the
foreseeable future. Second, Japan's market has good ability to adapt considerable rise in wheat and rice
prices. If there is a significant rise in soybean or corn prices Japan will see some difficulties. Buffer stocks
of these products are recommended. Third, the real problem is not in grains but in vegetables and fruits
(and fishes). These are perishable. Japan is increasingly relying on the imports of these perishable
products.
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